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Marc Lenot, The Invention of Miroslav Tichy 

The discovery of Miroslav Tichy’s photographic oeuvre was only possible because of the 
combination of multiple factors. Its high quality was obviously an indispensable condition. But it 
was only able to gain a broader audience when curators began to emphasize aspects of it that 
conformed to the art world’s expectations, thus creating the necessary environment for the 
invention of a new artist. As long as Tichy was positioned in the realm of art brut — within a 
schema that privileged his person and artistic apparatus — he sparked very little interest. Roman 
Buxbaum’s admirable persistence in promoting the artist could only be realized when Harald 
Szeemann redefined him, removing him from the overly narrow perspective of outsider art and 
positioning him in the broader context of contemporary art. Since then, critics and curators, by 
privileging Tichy’s subjects and creative process, have constructed a mechanism of 
legitimization that has made it possible to affirm the contemporary relevance of his work. Yet 
however successful it was and is, this invention of an artist continues to run up against the 
resistance of the actual artist, who is neither dead like Atget nor malleable like Lartigue nor an 
absent outsider. The fact is that Tichy continues to resist his curators and refuses to submit to 
the interpretive schemas they seek to impose on his work. 
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Bettina Funcke 

Robert Whitman’s Telecommunication Projects 

Part of Ponus Hulten’s exhibition "Utopia and Visions 1871—1981," at the Moderna Museet in 
Stockholm, Questions and Answers aimed at surveying what people worldwide were thinking 
about the future. Replies to questions concerning what the world would be like ten years hence, 
i.e., in 1991, were gathered from fax work stations set up in New York, Tokyo, Ahmedabad, and 
Stockholm. Unfortunately, while hundreds of responses were collected, the answers have never 
been evaluated. 
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the inconstantsol blog re 

BLACK UNITY TRIO 

"AL - FATIHAH" (SALAAM 777-A) 

Aword on the label and pressing. Amongst the rather small amount of info featured on the back 
cover, we learn that the disc was manufactured by Rite Records, an Ohio based operation 
offering low-costs packaging to its customers that included everything needed to make a record 
: recording, mixing, mastering and pressing. It is likely that the "Salaam" label existed only with 
the release of this record (the catalog number would second that, its choice seems more related 
to symbolism than to practical counting reasons). 


Clifford Allen on the Ni Kantu blog re 

Michael Cosmic "Peace in the World" (1974) 

Getting to know the reedman and composer Phill Musra was a friendly coincidence of starting 
this blog, and he has been generous enough to share video, audio and information about his 
work and time in the Boston scene (as well as LA, where he currently resides). His recordings, 
though scarce, have long been of interest to collectors and fans of creative music. One of the 
rarest is the lone LP led by his twin brother and frequent collaborator, Michael Cosmic 
(1950-2001), a privately-released and limited-edition grail titledPeace in the World. The few 
copies I've seen have been numbered and each carries different, hand-made cover art... 


Martin Schray on the free jazz blog re 

Joe McPhee — Nation Time: The Complete Recordings (1969-70) 

A real treat are “The Vassar Sessions, 1970”, six unreleased live tracks which present the whole 
musical cosmos of McPhee’s in these days and a notion where the journey would go after 
“Nation Time”. As an echo of the free funk days you can find his version of James Brown's “Cold 
Sweat”, and if Brown’s original is already raw and tough, McPhee strips the track to the bone - 
again with the “Nation Time” line-up, who act like a free jazz band playing funk (and not the 
other way round). [...] Another result of these sessions was “Black Magic Man”, an album that — 
according to McPhee - “wasn’t even supposed to be on a label”. But Werner X. Uehlinger, a 
Swiss man working for Sondells Pharmaceuticals, which had offices in New Jersey, asked 
McPhee if he could put it out. Uehlinger was so impressed by McPhee’s music that he decided 
to found HatHut to publish his music (although McPhee denies that) — and his first release was 
“Black Magic Man’. 


Nic Jones on 

Joe McPhee: Survival Unit II With Clifford Thornton, N.Y. N.Y. 1971 (2006) 

This disc documents a radio broadcast from at a time when the US was undergoing political and 
cultural upheavals, and the music is both reflective of such a time and the product of a proudly 
singular musical intelligence. The three announcements which were part of the original 
recording amount to just 1:43 out of a total playing time of almost 79 minutes. 


John Corbett in Downbeat on 

The Khan Jamal Creative Arts Ensemble 

Drumdance to the Motherland (1972) 

the original issue, on the microscopic dogtown label from philadelphia, came with individually 
designed covers, a probable nod to jamal's then-fellow philadelphians in sun ra's arkestra, who 
regularly decorated records by hand, often just before a big gig. there's more than just the cover 
about drumdance that's ra-esque. wave upon wave of tape delay recalls the ra lps, nearly a 
decade earlier on which drummer tommy ‘bugs' hunter first accidently put the microphone into 
the wrong jack & discovered the supernatural, spaced-out powers of over-driven echo. 


Scott Verrastro on 

The Khan Jamal Creative Arts Ensemble 

Drumdance to the Motherland (1972) 

Recorded live on Oct. 6 or 7, 1972 at a basement coffeehouse near the University of 
Pennsylvania and originally released on long-forgotten and defunct Philadelphia label Dogtown 
Records, Drum Dance to the Motherland was underrated vibraphonist-percussionist Khan 
Jamal’s album debut as a leader—he appeared, alongside Byard Lancaster, on Sounds of 
Liberation’s self-titled 1972 album—released a few years before a larger audience noticed him 
playing with Sun Ra, Charles Tyler, Billy Bang and Ronald Shannon Jackson. 

His strangely concocted Creative Arts Ensemble (Jamal on vibes, marimba and clarinet; Alex 
Ellison on drums and percussion; Dwight James on drums, glockenspiel and clarinet; Billy Mills 
on electric and acoustic bass; Monnette Sudler on electric guitar and percussion) was 


comprised mostly of childhood friends, who clearly developed an innate empathy evident in the 
opening improvisation “Cosmic Tones.” 


the 9 grey chairs blog on John Fischer and INTERface 

As the founder and manager of the Environ loft performance space, Fischer had an important 
role, not just in his own improvising group [he is the leader and primary composer of INTERface] 
— but also more broadly in the ‘loft-jazz’ scene in 1970’s New York. Environ does not seem to 
get the modern-day press that other seminal NYC 1970s ‘loft’ venues do — like Sam Rivers’ 
Studio Rivbea, Rashied Ali’s Ali’s Alley, The Brook or Joe Lee Wilson’s Ladies Fort. This may be 
due to the lower profile of John Fischer as musician and proprietor — but Environ was a vital, 
and a major part of the ‘loft jazz scene’ in mid to late 70’s New York. Started by Fischer as a 
multi-discipline arts space, Environ presented modern dance, poetry, and was an art gallery as 
well. Fischer himself was, and is, a visual artist — with both painting and multimedia work. 


[..] 


Environ was one of the ‘loft for rent’ venues — and not a ‘hiring live club’, or free performance 
space. This may be worth mentioning lest people get the impression that the whole loft 
experience was a warm fuzzy exercise in communal socialism. That being said, the aim was 
anything but exploitative — typically an artist or group would be asked to stump up something 
like the cost of 1 day’s real rental (1/30th of a months’ rent in other words) , and accept an 
understanding that the loft would take door receipts up to a certain value — maybe $150 or so — 
and then split anything over and above that between loft and artist. 


[..] 


On one track, Fischer is joined by different personnel for one of his 'Poum' vocal compositions. 
These are all based around wordless vocal improvisations , trying to use alternative techniques 
and different methods of making 'body noise’. 

It's obviously something Fisher was dedicated to - 3 of the tracks here are in this vein, and his 
earlier aloum is simply called 'Poum!'. 


[..] 


| think | referred earlier to the sound Fischer got from INTERface as 'chamber jazz’. 

Interestingly, in the liner notes here, Fischer refers to 'Dry Jazz’, which in some instances of his 
group's music, may be even more descriptive. According to the provided 'Glossary', Dry Jazz is 
‘Interfacing abstract sounds with jazz instrumentation in a non-sentimental aesthetic’. Even the 


fact that a Glossary is provided on the back of an album jacket suggests that Fischer is 
somewhat of a conceptualist, with a pedagogical bent. 
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Eugene Chadbourne 

Revolutionary Ensemble, Vietnam (1972) 

This recording was originally released on vinyl, and, as part of the ESP catalog, eventually fell 
into the treasure chest of material passed around amongst an international cartel of labels, 
some fly by night, resulting in confusion and often disappointment for the consumer. Although 
the name Vietnam was never actually used in any way on the original album cover or some of 
the reissues to denote it being the title, the album came to be known under this title anyway. The 
project consists of a single piece of music, totaling 47 minutes, which was sliced in two halves 
for vinyl purposes but never reassembled into a continuous piece on later compact discs. 
Creating music that attaches itself to a particularly horrifying historical event through its title is a 
tricky prospect. If the music itself doesn't seem to really have anything to do with the subject, 
then the artists could be found guilty of trying to acquire significance simply by, as it is, dropping 
names. Some pieces that actually evoke horror through musical content are incredibly powerful, 
such as Krzystof Penderecki's "Threnody for the Victims of Hiroshima," while others, such as 
John Zorn's "Kristellnacht," come across as shallow. This album rates more on the side of 
power, yet it is musical strength that comes more from the approach of the group than anything 
to do with the war in Vietnam. In fact, some listeners may turn around and ask what on earth 
any of this music has to do with Vietnam. There is an intense emotional involvement with the 
playing that comes across through every sound made, but this was always the case with this 
group. Obviously, anyone with any intelligence had strong feelings about the war in Vietnam 
during the early '70s, and it could be said with accuracy that any performance of this group 
would have been about Vietnam just as much as this one was, as well as being about any 
number of other things. 
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